
Corner Wall Shelf
     ant a super simple project to maximize some underutilized

space in those bare corners? Then this easy DIY build is for you. Using a wall 
cleat as the frame you can knock this out in an afternoon. Happy shelving!
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Materials needed Qty
2” x 4” x 8’ 2
1/4” X 24” X 48” plywood 1
1” x 10” x 8’ 1
1” x 6” x 8’ 1
1-1/2” pocket screws
1-1/4” brad nails
3” torx screws
wood glue

CUT LIST

Part Qty Part Name Dimension
A 1 long wall cleat 2” x 4” x 41-¼”
B 1 short wall cleat 2” x 4” x 39-¾”
C 6 wall cleat braces 2” x 4” x 7-¾” •
D 1 long bottom panel ¼” x 9-¼” x 41-¼”
E 1 short bottom panel ¼” x 9-¼” x 32”
F 1 long top 1” x 10” x 41-¼”
G 1 short top 1” x 10” x 32”
H 2 side front trim 1” x 4-½” x 9-¼” • •
I 1 long front trim 1” x 4-½” x 32-¾” • •
J 2 short front trim 1” x 4-½” x 32” • •

• length based on width of 1x10 material; cut accordingly
• • cut these pieces to fit after construction of previous steps
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NOTES:

We use 2x4 material for our wall 
cleats. This will require you to rip 
down the 1x6 wood for the front  
trim in STEP 4.

An alternative would be to use  
2x3 material for the wall cleats.  
Your shelves will still maintain  
adequate strength and structural 
integrity while allowing you to use 
1x4 wood for the front trim without 
having to do any ripping.
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PLEASE SEE NOTE ON THE CUT LIST PAGE ABOUT USING 2X3 MATERIAL FOR THE CLEATS. 
THIS WILL ALLOW YOU USE 1X4 WOOD IN STEP 4 FOR THE TRIM WITHOUT HAVING TO DO ANY RIPPING.

Also, the length of  the cleat braces are based on the width of  the 1” x 10” material used for the top shelf. 
This wood can vary by as much as 1/2” inch. Measure your material and cut the cleat braces to length accordingly.

1.
Begin by constructing the wall cleats. Drill for 2-1/2” pocket screws in the cleat braces and attach to the wall cleats as shown. 

First hold up the longer wall cleat and mark where your studs are. Repeat with your shorter wall cleat, making sure you start 1-1/2” 
out from the wall to compensate where the fi rst cleat will be. Drill two pilot holes for the torx screws. Using a level hold the longer 

cleat up to the wall and drive 3” torx screws at the marked locations (above illustrations are rough estimates, your locations may very). 
Repeat with shorter cleat, making sure both are level.  

2.
Using 1-1/4” brad nails and wood glue attach the bottom plywood panels, starting with the longer panel fi rst and making sure you are 

fl ush on the outside edges.
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3.
Next attach the top of  the shelf  with 1-1/4” brad nails and wood glue. Again, make sure outside edges are fl ush.

4.
Finally, add the trim. It is best to cut the remaining pieces to fi t. 

PLEASE SEE NOTE ON THE CUT LIST PAGE ABOUT USING 2X3 MATERIAL FOR THE CLEATS. 
THIS WILL ALLOW YOU USE 1X4 WOOD FOR THE TRIM WITHOUT HAVING TO DO ANY RIPPING.

First you will measure the height of  your shelves, from the bottom of  the plywood to the top of  the 1x10 material. It should be about 
4-½”. Rip your 1x6 material down to this measurement. Then begin with the sides and attach with 1/4” brad nails and wood glue. 

Next attach the long front trim. Finally the short front trim. Now, tape off  the wall and apply the fi nish of  your choice. 

All that is left is to decorate accordingly!
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